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1. Introduction 
 
 

n  Goal of the course 
¨  Give content to the words « identity » and « culture », 
¨  Applying them to Europe 

¨  Develop a critical approach of Europe, 
¨  Shifting time and space: « to think out of the box » 

 
n  Identity and culture, or Identities and cultures? 
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1.2. Diversity 

n  Diversity 
¨  “The condition or quality of being diverse, different, or varied; 

difference” (OED) 
¨  Diverse:  

n  “Different in character or quality; not of the same kind; not alike in nature or 
qualities” (OED)   

n  “Different from itself under different circumstances at different times, or in 
different parts; multiform, varied, diversified.” (OED) 

n  Any event, any process are necessarily inscribed in time 
and space. 

¨  Europe is the result of such a double inscription. 

n  Europe is a diversity in time and space. 
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1.3. Paradox of the fish 

n  Ralph Linton (1893-1953): “The last thing a fish would 
notice would be the water”. 

n  This is especially true for culture and identity. To be fully 
conscious of it, one needs to get “out of the water”: 

¨  by taking a critical approach 
¨  through confrontations with what is different 
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1.4. Evaluation 

n  “What is my identity?” 

n  Written essay 
¨  3 pages max. 
¨  In English 
¨  Based on the lessons 

11 



2. Plan 

n  3. Time of Europe: history. 
n  4. Space of Europe: geography. 
n  5. European identity. 
n  6. European culture. 
n  7. Myths of Europe. 
n  8. Heritages. 
n  9. Europe and China: cultures at stake. 
n  10. Conclusion. 
n  11. Bibliography. 
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3. Time of Europe: history 

 
3.1. What is history? 
 
n  “A written narrative constituting a continuous chronological 

record of important or public events (esp. in a particular 
place) or of a particular trend, institution, or person’s 
life” (OED) 

n  “A narration of incidents, esp. (in later use) professedly 
true ones; a narrative, a story” (OED) 

n  History is a European concept 
¨  Associated with a notion of time and progress 
¨  Cfr Hartog 2015, p. 69-113. 

 
n  Important for the understanding of Europe and of nations 

¨  Citron 2008 14 



3.2. How to narrate a European history? 
 
n  Diachrony and transversality vs compartmentalization of 

disciplines 
¨  Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835) 
¨  The modern university is heir of the nation-states 
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3.3. The concept of Europe: relatively new in 
history 

 
n  When does the history of each nation / state begin? 
n  Nation-states “nationalize their past” 
n  Europe might also “europeanize” the past 

n  First use of word “Europe” 
¨  “Europê” in ancient Greek 

n  First use of concept “Europe” 
¨  VIIIth c.: Europe vs islam 
¨  XVth-XVIth c.: christianity replaced by Europe 
¨  Associated with the “other” and with religion 
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3.4. European history or Western civilization 
 
n  Hard to speak about Europe and its main features 

¨  Weight of national traditions 
¨  Claim to be universal: Treaty on European Union 

n  “Drawing inspiration from the cultural, religious and humanist inheritance of 
Europe, from which have developed the universal values of the inviolable and 
inalienable rights of the human person, freedom, democracy, equality and the 
rule of law…” (TEU, preamble) 

 
n  Hard to distinguish Europe and the West, European 

history and Western civilization 
¨  East and West, Occident and Orient: judgment 

n  Said 1980: “Orientalism” 
¨  Western and Eastern Europe: multiple fault lines 

n  Davies 1996, map 3. 
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(Davies 1996, map 3) 



 
n  Successive views about the West (Davies 1996, p. 19-32) 

¨  Roman Empire    Antiquity 
¨  Christian civilization    First centuries 
¨  Catholic world     1054 
¨  Reformation     XVIth c. 
¨  French variation: Enlightenment  XVIIIth c. > 1789 
¨  Imperial variation    XIXth c. > 1914 
¨  Marxist variation 
¨  First German variation 
¨  WASP variation 
¨  Second German variation   1933-1945 
¨  American (US) variation 
¨  European variation 
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n  Concept of “empire” 

¨  (Burbank – Cooper 2013 < Burbank – Cooper 2011) 
¨  Against the traditional presentation of European history as a 

continuous and compelling move from empires to nation-states 
¨  Various ways of conceiving and organizing empires: 

n  Roman Empire 
n  Mongol Empires 
n  China 
n  European Empires XIXth-XXth c. 
n  XXth c.: from WWII to European integration 

n  “Western civilization” is often a blend of intellectual 
constructs, serving specific points of view. 

¨  Revel 2013: review of Goody 2010. 
¨  Büttgen et al. 2009. 
¨  Bertrand 2011. 

20 
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4. Space of Europe: geography 

 

(ec.europa.eu) 



 
n  Europa, Western peninsula of the Eurasian continent 

¨  Limited by the sea on three sides 
¨  Eastern side: continuity or not? 

n  Oural mountains, Bosporus Straits, Caucasus range 
¨  Limits are conventional and contextual 

n  Don river, Bosporus Straits 
n  Depends on how Europe envisions Russia and Turkey 
 

n  Due to the lack of obvious Eastern border, Europe is then 
often defined, not as a geographical entity, but as a 
cultural unit or an area of civilization. 

n  But the need for clear-cut borders is itself  of a cultural 
nature! 

¨  Singleton 2004 
¨  « L’espace européen s’arrête là où les phénomènes dominants de 

civilisation, ayant une permanence historique et une densité 
territoriale, s’estompent ou deviennent ponctuels dans le temps et 
dans l’espace » (Carbonell 1999, I, p. 89) 
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5. European identity 

 
n  Importance of definitions: Bourdieu 1991, p. 12. 
 
5.1. Difficulties 
 
n  It is difficult to talk about identity because the concept is 

often misunderstood, or may lead to excesses or political 
exploitation. 

 
n  Some examples :  

¨  France 2009-2010, “debate on national identity”. 
¨  Belgium: Flemish, Walloon, or Brussels identities. 
¨  Conflict between nations and Europe 
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5.2. Définitions 
 
n  Identical (OED) 

¨  1) “Being the same in identity” 
n  E.g.: ”the Leman Lake is identical to the Lake of Geneva” 
 

¨  2) “the very same, selfsame: said of one thing (or set of things) 
viewed at different times or in different relations” 

n  E.g. “I am myself since my childhood” 
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5.2. Définitions 
 
n  Identity (OED) 

¨  1) “The quality of condition of being the same in substance, 
composition, nature, properties, [...]; absolute or essential 
sameness; oneness.”  

n  E.g.: “the identity of the Lake Leman and the Lake of Geneva” 

¨  2) “The sameness of a person or thing at all times or in all 
circumstances; the condition of being a single individual; the fact 
that a person or thing is itself and not something else; individuality, 
personality.” 
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¨  3) “Who or what a person or thing is; a distinct impression of a 

single person or thing presented to or perceived by others; a set of 
characteristics or a description that distinguishes a person or thing 
from others.”  

¨  => “feeling of identity” 
n  Meaning developed by John Locke (An Essay Concerning Human 

Understanding, 1690), and then introduced in French by Voltaire (1756, 
commenting upon Locke) : Descombes 2013, p. 99-112. 
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Voltaire 
1694-1778 

Locke 
1632-1704 



 
n  Importance of identity in philosophy 

¨  Identity and transformation: Drapeau Contim 2010 ; Descombes 
2013  

n  Numerical identity 
n  Qualitative identity 
n  Relation between both: no incompatibility between identity and transformation 

¨  Substance and identity: De Brabandere  2008, p. 19-21 
¨  The “ship of Theseus” 

n  Identity ≠ subjectivity 
¨  Delruelle 2011 
¨  Subjectivity (OED) 

n  “The quality or condition of being based on subjective consciousness, 
experience, etc.; the fact of existing in the mind only.” 

n  “A conscious being.” 
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n  Identity: feeling of belonging to a group 

¨  Feeling: related to an experience 

¨  Results from the perception, right or wrong, of common elements   

¨  These elements are the identity vehicles or references 

¨  These vehicles can become the target of identity policies 
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5.3. Identity (feeling of identity) 
 
5.3.1. Identity, relational phenomenon 
 
n  Identity based on : 

¨  The self and the other : the self can only be looked at from the 
other / it is not possible not to situate the other in comparison with 
oneself. 

n  Identity is a relationship, not an intrinsic quality: identity does not exist outside 
of the perception of it by an indvidual. 

n  Structuration through otherness: the otherness has necessarily to be taken into 
account in the construction of the personal identity (Ricoeur 1993, p. 92).  

n  Related to the principle of dichotomization : signs function in pairs (Deliège 
2001, p. 48-49). 

n  Cfr system of pairs. 
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¨  Individual and collectively : 

n  On the one hand, identity is based on an affirmation of the self, on an 
individuation that makes man ‘unique’, different from the others. On the other 
hand, identity refers to a ‘we’ characterized by a set of determinations that allow 
any self to situate itself in relation to a ‘same other’, to recognize itself in a set 
of values, models, ideals transmitted by the group to which one identifies itself. 
(Blanchet – Francard 2003, p. 156). 

 
n  Relations of inclusion/exclusion are at the core of social identity. 
n  Important to distinguish perception of a difference and rejection of that 

difference. 

¨  Europe 
n  No European identity in itself outside a relation with otherness. 
n  European identity can not be used as an excuse for the exclusion of other 

groups. 
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5.3.2. Identity, multiple phenomenon 
 
n  Principle of the “onion skin”: identity is multiple, as are our 

memberships. 
¨  Cfr the act of reading: Barthes 1984, p. 150 . 

n  Distinguish between two dimensions : 
¨  Dimension ‘personal identity’ 
¨  Dimension ‘social identity’ 

n  Identity is a dynamic process that manifests itself only 
when it is applied. 

n  Examples : 
¨  French-speaking Belgian feels Walloon / Belgian / European 
¨  Europe / nation 

n  Cfr Eurobarometres (2001, 2009, 2015) 
36 
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n  Europe : 

¨  Eurobarometres prove the coexistence of identities, and their 
numerous variations in the different countries. 

¨  A European identity does not exclude other identities (e.g. national, 
regional, local identities). 

¨  The tension between national and European identity is at the heart 
of many political discourses. 

n  But, for what regards identity, Europe and nation are not mutually excluvise. 

 
n  Identity, diversity and standardization 

¨  The more a type is standardized, the more the feeling of the 
personal self is powerful (Eisenstein 1983) 

n  Invention and development of the printing press, Montaigne, Reformation 
¨  Standardization and globalization lead to a reinforcement of 

identity manifestations. 
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5.3.3. Identity, changing phenomenon 
 
n  Identity being a relational phenomenon, it can evolve or 

change when circumstances change. 
¨  Groups evolve, so do the identities. 
¨  Constructivist conception of identity, instead of an essentialist or 

substantialist approach. 
n  Cfr Heraclitos (Voilquin 1954, p. 79) 

n  Europe: 
¨  European identity is not static or immutable. 
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5.3.4. Identity, dialogical phenomenon 
 
n  Identity is the result of a relationship with others ; the 

affirmation of an identity is therefore also linked to its 
approval (or not) by others. 

n  Need for recognition 
¨  Identity depends both on the consciousness of oneself and on its 

recognition by others, whatever the affiliations of the persons and 
groups involved. (Blanchet – Francard 2003, p. 157 ). 

¨  Individuals and groups develop their identities based both on the 
image they have of themselves, and on the  image the others have 
of themselves or the image they think that the others have of 
themselves. (Roekens 2006, p. 80) 

¨  Need for social recognition : Claisse 2006, p. 103-131.  
n  Disagreement between these images is possible. 

¨  Example : Turkey 
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5.3.5. Identity, real and imaginary phenomenon 
 
n  The identity construction is at the junction of two lines: the 

line of the ‘real’ and the line of the ‘imaginary’. Each 
individual, each group adheres to an objectified and 
tangible ‘real’ : his physical, institutional, cultural 
environment. But the way this complex ‘real’ is structured 
and organized paves the way for mental representations 
that, although not totally disconnected from the ‘real’, re-
construct this ‘real’. (Blanchet – Francard 2003, p. 157). 

n  Imaginary (personal, social): the ability of a group or of an 
individual to create a representation of the world through a 
network of associated images that make that world 
meaningful to him. 
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n  Identity is therefore also a kind of collective imaginary. 

¨  Collective imaginary: the set of elements that, in a group, form an 
organized and meaningful entity for the group, without the group 
being conscious of it.  

n  Imagination: “The power or capacity to form internal images or ideas of objects 
and situations not actually present to the senses, including remembered 
objects and situations, and those constructed by mentally combining or 
projecting images of previously experienced qualities, objects, and 
situations.“ (OED) 

n  Example of collective imaginary: representation  of’ Western Europe in Eastern 
European countries before 1989: Fuga 2001; Carbonell 1999, II, p. 51-52. 

 
n  The identity process can lead to / be based on 

stereotypes. 
¨  Stereotypes are imaginary constructions, but, from the point of 

view of the identity process, they become real. 
¨  Cfr Jeanneney  2000 ; van Ypersele – Klein 2006. 
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n  Characterics of identity stereotypes: 

¨  Simplification 
¨  Duration and repetition in time 
¨  Collective and social dimension 
¨  Manifestation of a judgment 

n  Projection of oneself in the representation of the other 

¨  Stereotypes create a link between 
n  Past and present 
n  Self and other 
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(https://www.agoravox.fr/actualites/international/article/les-affiches-electorales-de-la-39279) 



57 Hungary 2014 (http://mondeacinter.blog.lemonde.fr) 



5.4. Identity: a changing concept 
 
5.4.1. History of the word and of the concept 
 
n  History of the word “identity” in social sciences 

¨  Descombes 2013, p. 25-26, based on Gleason 1983. 
n  Notion of “identity crisis” of Erik Erikson (1902-1994) 
n  Applied to social sciences in the US in the 1950’s. 
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5.4.2. Definitions of identity  
 
n  “To believe or assert that one belongs to a certain group 

or class.” (http://www.thefreedictionary.com/Identity+(social+science)) 
 
n  Identification “covers a more general schema by means of 

which I can establish differences and resemblances 
between myself and other existing entities by inferring 
analogies and contrasts between the appearance, 
behavior, and properties that I ascribe to myself and those 
that I ascribe to them.” (Descola 2005 [2013]) 

¨  “Identification is a fundamental modality for the schematization of 
experience.” (Descola 2005 [2013]) 
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5.5. Political construct of identity 
 
n  It is not possible to force someone to feel an identity, but it 

is possible to promote or to foster the feeling of being 
member of a group. 

¨  Europe functions like “a hybrid, constitutionally something between 
a state and a confederation, operating through ministerial meetings 
and a common bureaucracy. […] In foreign policy it embraces 
universal ideals without the means to enforce them, and 
c o s m o p o l i t a n i d e n t i t y i n c o n t e n t i o n w i t h n a t i o n a l 
loyalties.” (Kissinger 2014) 

 
5.5.1. Politics and identity 
 
n  Politics, and especially the political discourse, strive to 

create an identity space. 
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n  Politics often tries to prove the matching of collective 
social identities and territorial (spatial) identities. 

n  Politics frame spatial identities: 
¨  through symbolic representations 
¨  through maps 
¨  by emphasizing borders 

n  E.g. 
http://theshoes.over-blog.com/article-wallonie-rayee-de-la-carte-43279898.html 
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64 http://www.cadastre.am/atlasA/view/page/1 (2/10/2017) 



65 http://azerbaijan.az/portal/maps/physical_e.html (2/10/2017) 



5.5.2. The past, a present political tool 
 
n  Political and commercial exploitation of the past, of the 

memory, and development of “memory policies” 
¨  Exploitation of the nostalgia for the past, e.g. “ostalgia” 
¨  Transformation of history into an object and its economic 

exploitation 
¨  Is “memory” slowly replacing history? 

n  Cfr Van Ypersele  2006a, spec. p. 25-27. 
n  MacDonald  2013 . 
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5.5.3. Europe and the construct of an European 
identity 

 
n  Cfr Van Middelaar 2012, p. 351-372. 

¨  1977: CE, Community Action in the Cultural Sector. 
Communication to the Council, 22 nov. 1977 

¨  1990: Duroselle 1990. 
¨  1989: directive Television without Frontiers. 
¨  J. Delors: protection of the European culture industry. 

¨  Other lines: Maastricht Treaty 1992, art. 151. 
n  “The Community shall contribute to the flowering of the cultures of the Member 

States, while respecting their national and regional diversity and at the same 
time bringing the common cultural heritage to the fore.” 

¨  => paradox: diversity brought to the fore as a common and 
federating element 

n  “living together” rather than “becoming one” 
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n  Some pilot policies or initiatives of common references: 

¨  Flag and symbol 
¨  Hymn 
¨  Founding Fathers 
¨  EURO 
¨  House of European History 

n  (https://historia-europa.ep.eu/en) 

68 https://europa.eu/european-union/about-eu/history/founding-fathers_en 
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https://www.ecb.europa.eu/euro/coins/common/html/index.fr.html 
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6. European culture 
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6.1. Culture and nature 

 
n  Culture 1: (OED) 

¨  “The cultivation or development of the mind, faculties, manners, 
etc.; improvement by education and training.” 

¨  “The devoting or attention to of the study of a subject of poursuit.” 

¨  “Refinement of mind, taste, and manners; artistic and intellectual 
development. Hence: the arts and other manifestations of human 
intellectual achievement regarded collectively.” 

¨  = set of acquired knowledge that enables to develop taste and 
judgment; focus on intellectual aspect. 
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n  Culture 2: (OED) 

¨  “The distinctive ideas, customs, social behaviour, products, or way 
of life of a particular nation, society, people, or period. Hence: a 
society or group characterized by such customs, etc.” 

n  => Set of acquired forms of behaviour in human societies. 

n  This definition illustrates an opposition between culture 
(acquired, nurture) and nature (innate). 

¨  This opposition is itself typically European… 
¨  Among numerous parallels: raw -  cooked, oral – written. 
¨  Cambier 2012; Descola 2005 (2013). 
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6.2. Culture and civilization 
 
n  Culture: set of intellectual aspects of a civilization. 

¨  “Civilization” appears in French during Enlightenment, in relation with the 
idea of progress, and is then transferred into English, 

¨  but not in German, which explicitly opposes “Kultur” and “Zivilisation”. 

¨  Germany: “Kultur”, character of the bourgeoisie, becomes an indicator of 
the German nation; particularist understanding. 

¨  France: claim to universalism, universalist understanding of civilization. 
n  Universalism: French Revolution 1789  
n  Particularism: German reaction to the Napoleonian campaigns > German 

romanticism > German nationalism 

¨  France: universalist understanding of culture, that brings to the 
assimilation of the concept of culture by the concept of civilization 

¨  >< Germany: particularist understanding of the concept of culture. 
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France Germany 
Civilization Culture 

Universalism Particularism 
Abstract language? Practical language? 



6.4. Definitions of culture 
 
n  “ […] Culture, or cultures, understood as a system of 

mediation with Nature that human beings have managed 
to invent. This constitutes a distinctive attribute of Homo 
sapiens ans involves technical skills, language, symbolic 
activities, and the capacity to organize individuals in 
communities that are to some extent not constrained by 
biological continuities.” (Descola 2005 [2013]) 

 
n  Kroeber – Kluckhohn 1952: 164 meanings of “culture” ! 

79 



 
n   Culture puts in order the (apparent) disorder of nature: 
interpreting, classifying, judging, mastering. 

¨ Nature cannot be reduced to any culture or to any representation of 
nature. 
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6.4. System of pairs 
 
n  The perception of the world, of the environment, 

presupposes the existence a priori of mental categories.  
(De Brabandere 2008, p. 31) 

n  Categorization is indeed the mental operation by which we 
order and classify the elements of the world. (Panaccio 
2011, p. 24) 

n  We classify in pairs (principle of dichotomization), 
n  e.g. nature – culture, innate – acquired, oral – written. 
n  These pairs can correspond to objective realities, but also 

to mental representations, a.o. social representations 
based on organizing principles. 
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n  Pair nature – culture 

¨  Oral   Written    Innocence  Fault 
¨  Raw   Cooked 
¨  Original  Derived (copy)   Masculine  Feminine 
¨  Ideal   Reality    Speech  Silence 
¨  Soul, spirit  Body    Infinite   Finite 
¨  Holy   Profane   Theory   Practice 
¨  Thinking  Feeling   End   Means 
¨  Interiority  Exteriority   Totality   Part 
¨  Single   Multiple 
¨  Similar  Different 
¨  Text   Image 
¨  Cleric   Lay 
¨  Literate  Illiterate 
¨  …   … 

84 



 
n  Notion of system: values 

85 

+ - 
Oral Written 
Original Derived 
Divine Human 
… … 
Masculine Feminine 
Innocence Fault 



 
n    Notion of system : values 
 

 
n    The system of pairs forms a culture. 

¨ i.e. how we decipher our environment, how we describe it, categorize 
it and judge it. 

 
 

 

+ - + - 
Oral Written Written Oral 
Original Derived Ongoing Time-limited 
Divine Human Concrete Abstract 
… … … … 
Masculine Feminine Feminine Masculine 
Innocence Fault Peace (Venus) War (Mars) 
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6.4. Cultural identity 
 
6.5.1. Definition of cultural identity 
 
n  “The definition of groups or individuals (by themselves or 

others) in terms of cultural or subcultural categories 
(including ethnicity; gender identity; identity; lifestyle; 
national identity).” (Oxford Reference) 

n  “I am different from someone who, speaking another 
language, believing in other values, thinking according to 
other categories, and seeing things according to another 
‘worldview’, is no longer just like me becaue the ‘collective 
representations’ to which he adheres and that condition 
his actions are so different from mine”. (Descola 2005 
[2013]) 
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n  “In terms of…”: references of the cultural identity 

¨  Resulting from a cultural and social construction 
¨  Are authoritative 
¨  Fuel the transmission and ensure continuity 
¨  Contribute to make a community 
¨  Consequences: 

n  Tensions between groups with divergent references 
n  Struggle to impose references 

n  Examples of systems of references: 
¨  Kinship systems 
¨  Mythologies 
¨  Religions 

88 



 
n  There are several series of “references” (Mucchielli 1986) : 

¨  Material 
¨  Historical 
¨  Psycho-cultural 
¨  Psycho-social 

 
n  History plays an important role. 

¨  Founding Fathers, common origins, etc. 
¨  The identity feeling is based, a.o., on the feeling of continuity in 

time (cfr Ship of Theseus) : for a group, being conscious of shared 
elements along a common history produces an identity feeling 
(Mucchielli 1986, p. 53). 

n  Important in Europe, because of the place and weight of history. 

89 



6.5.2. European cultural identity 
 
n  Conclusions: 

¨  European identity exists, but depends on an individual and 
collective feeling. 

¨  European culture exists and is characterized by a system of pairs 
(Western thinking). 

¨  Cultural identity is based on a system of references. 

n  To characterize the European cultural identity, one needs 
to: 

¨  diagnose the references 
¨  look into the past for the origin of the system of references and of 

the system of pairs 
¨  analyze their evolution and assess their relevance today 
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7. Myths of Europe 
 
7.1. Myth of Europe  

n  Europe, daughter of Agenor, king of Tyr and Sidon 
(Phenicia), is captured by Zeus, disguised as a white 
bull, and transported to Creta. 

¨  https://www.britannica.com/topic/Europa-Greek-mythology. 

n  Myth of the origins of the Greek civilization, that 
becomes a myth of the origins of the European 
civilization. 

¨  Implicitly: opposition East-West. 

n  Common topic in Western art, from Antiquity to 
present time (e.g.: temple of Selinonte; fresco in 
Pompei; painting by Titian). 92 
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(/www.brill.com/products/book/myths-europe) 



7.2. Biblical myth 

n  Genesis, 9 : three sons of Noe, Cham (Africa), Sem 
(Asia), Japhet (Europe). 

n  Origin of the myth of the superiority of the Europeans: 
Hervieux 2001. 

 
 
 
 

Giovanni Bellini, Drunkenness of Noah, about 1515 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drunkenness_of_Noah) 



7.3. Trojan myth 

n  Survivors of the Fall of Troy escape and migrate, 
founding European peoples. 

¨  Poucet 2003; Poucet 2006. 

n  Eponymous heroes, legitimizing the social order and 
the future nation-state. 

¨  https://scroll.in/article/839747/europes-aristocrats-once-
celebrated-even-forged-foreign-ancestry 

 
 

Federico Barocci, Aeneas fleeing Troy, 1598 
(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aeneas) 



7.2.3. Conclusions 
 
n  Myths pave the way for a political exploitation of the past, 

in order to justify and legitimize a current situation. 
¨  Importance of myths in history: Van Ypersele 2006b.  

n  They illustrate the three main sources of European 
culture: christianity, Greece, Rome. 

 



98 



99 



100 



8. Heritages 
 
n  Why go back in time? 

¨  In Europe, history explains many things: explicit and implicit 
references. 

¨  History is part of collective memories: Van Ypersele 2006c. 

n  Importance of history for the understanding of a 
community of ideas, perceptions, references. 

n  Origin of that community 
¨  Numerous diverging standpoints: Mattéi 2007, p. 22. 
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n  Standpoints on heritages: 

¨  EURO: the 7 architectural periods 
¨  The theory of Pierre Manent: the political history of the West is the 

succession of 4 regimes, City, Empire, Church, Nation (Manent 
2001 [2013]) 

n  Here: 3 main heritages 
¨  Greek, Roman, Christian 
¨  Cfr Paul Valéry, Note or the European, 1924  

n  There are other influences (Germanic, Near Eastern, 
Islamic), but do they provide us with pairs with values and 
references?  

n  Useful precautions. 
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8.1. Greek heritage 
 

103 
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https://izquotes.com/quote 
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2006 



106 

(https://armenpress.am/eng/news/944242) 



 
n  Importance of territory and geography. 

107 
(http://maxworldhistory.weebly.com/uploads/1/8/9/9/18994149/6126111_orig.png) 



8.1.1. Hellenic expansion 
 
n  Crete (2000-1400) 
 
n  Mycenaean Greece (1700-1000 ; peak 1600-1200) 

¨  Context of the Trojan War 
¨  Cfr Ilias and Odyssey 
¨  Enlargement of the Cretan commercial empire 
¨  Basis for the Greek commercial expansion 
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n  Trojan War as narrated by the Greeks: Manent 2010. 
¨  Camp of the Achaeans: 

n  Heroic and aristocratic republic, root of the forthcoming “democracy” 
n  Experiment of some fundamental frameworks: 

n  Hellenes (Greeks ; archaic period : 1200-500; classical 
period : 500-323) 

¨  World of cities 
¨  Political evolution: : monarchy > oligarchy > “democracy” 
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War Outside Unknown Nature World 
Peace Inside Known Law City 



8.1.2. Presumed start of democracy 
 
n  Progressive implementation of the democracy in Athens: 

Mossé 2013, p. 14-65. 
 
n  Monarchic system, based on some large and powerful 

families 
n  Legislation (VIth c.):  

¨  Draco  
¨  Solon 
¨  Cleisthenes 

n  Greco-Persian wars (Medic wars) 
¨  494-490 
¨  480-479 
¨  Military transformation 

n  The so-called Hoplite revolution 
n  Importance of navy => maritime empire of Athens 

n  Pericles (495-429) 110 



111 



 
n  Characteristics of the Athenian “democracy” : 

¨  Implementation of principles and bodies that are the fundament of 
the democratic system 

¨  Principles: 
n  Equality based on law 
n  Freedom limited only by the respect of the law 

¨  Bodies 
n  Ecclesia 
n  Boulè 
n  Magistrates (civil, military) 
n  Courts 

¨  Outcome 
n  Synergy between individual and collectivity, basis of politics 
n  Written law, and justice applied by the State and not anymore by 

private persons 
n  Development of the modes of designation of responsible persons 

(draw, election) 
 
n  Democracy, really…? 
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n  Limits of the Athenian “democracy” : 

¨  Experiment limited to the citizens 
¨  Short-lived experience 
¨  Deficiencies (ostracism, lack of interest, monopolization of public 

speech by professionals) 
¨  Close link between “democracy” and imperialism 
¨  System already criticized by the Athenians themselves! 

n  The case of Socrates 
n  Canfora 1989 
 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socrates) 



 

n  Contributions of the Athenian “democracy” : 

¨  Idea of the sovereignity of the group over itself 
¨  Priority given to civic solidarity over family ties or clientelism 
¨  Organization of the public space (agora) as a place of expression 

of a solidarity between citizens 
¨  Institutionalization of a space, in the form of a theatre, and 

egalitarian (Detienne 2009, p. 91-100) 
¨  Role of the writing 



8.1.3. Athenian democracy in European history 
 
n  No direct descent between the Greek experience and the 

rediscovery of democracy later on in Europe 
¨  Link between Athenian democracy and modern democracies: 

Nippel 2010; Démocratie athénienne 2010; Mossé 2013 
n  Every country has its own idea about the origin of 

democracy 
¨  Greece, Italy, England, France, … 
¨  National views and need of fixing starting points 

n  Contrasted views about the Athenian experiment 
¨  Middle Ages 
¨  Italy, XIVth-XVth c. 
¨  Renaissance: Italy, France, England 
¨  Enlightenment and XVIIIth c. 
¨  America 
¨  France: period of the Revolution (1789) 
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8.1.4. Hellenic heritage 
 
n  Development of rational thinking on man. 

¨  Edgar Morin: “The Greeks are the fathers of our rationality”. 
¨  The individual is responsaible for his decisions and thus for the 

orientation he gives to his life.. 

n  Concern providing input in all forms of expression, leading 
to the emergence of several disciplines : 

¨  Philosophy, logic, ethics, dialectic, art of speech, rules of 
reasoning : instruments for the knowledge of nature and of man 

n  Socrates 
n  Plato 
n  Aristotle 
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¨  Sciences : to reveal to man his own capabilities of observation, of 
abstraction, of reasoning, in order to approach the truth without the 
rescourse to religion 

¨  Literature : man is always the central figure 
n  Formalization of the literary genres 
n  Conveys a catalogue of topics, themes, myths 
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https://owlcation.com/humanities 

http://www.activegarage.com/series/leadership-and-mythology 



 
¨  Art : in search of aesthetics and of harmony, through an art on 

human scale 
n  Conveys a catalog of forms 

¨  Sport: Olympic games. 

¨  These improvements are disseminated by the Greek commercial 
expansion (colonies) in the entire Mediterranean area. 
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8.1.5. Unification of the Greek world at the 
expense of democracy 

n  Macedonians (FYROM?, Northern Macedonia?) 
¨  Philip II (359-336) conquers Greece 
¨  Alexander the Great (336-323) directs the unified Geeek forces 

against Persia 

 

121 (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/MacedonEmpire.jpg) 



 
¨  Consequences of the expansion in the East : 

n  Introduction of oriental elements in Greek culture, a.o. divinization of 
the ruler => Rome. 

n  Break with the human scale and the quest for harmony => Rome. 
n  Unification of the Greek language => will pave the ways for the spread 

of Christianity. 
n  Alexander dies without heir, his kingdom is splitted between his 

generals => will facilitate the Roman conquest, and generates a 
separation between East and West. 

122 (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b0/Diadochen1.png) 



8.1.6. “Greek miracle” or “Greek mirage”? 

n  Greece : history of the transition from a society/culture of 
myths, epics, and heroes to a society/culture of reason, of 
which Socrates incarnates the culmination. 

n  “Greek miracle” : ancient Greece produces universal 
concepts and references, because it was the unique 
miracle of the quest for a rationality common to all human 
beings. 

¨  Myth of “white greece” : Jockey 2013. 
¨  The idealized image of ancient Greece reveals European values 

and the claim to the exclusivity of reason (rational thinking). 
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n  Glorification of Greece, roots of Europe: Enlightenment 

and romanticism 
¨  J.J. Winckelmann (1717-1768) 
¨  Detienne 2009, p. 150-152. 
¨  Fascism’ and Nazism’s use of that idealized image of Antiquity 

n  Chapoutot 2008; Chapoutot 2013; Chaos and classicism 2010 
n  Chapoutot: English translations of his books. 
n  Speer 1970 
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Leni Riefenstahl (1902-2003) 
-  Triumph of the will (1935) 
-  Olympia (1938) 
(1. Festival of Nations; 2. Festival of Beauty) 
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n  “Greek mirage” : the Greek miracle is developed by 

Renaissance intellectuals willing to refer back to an origin 
worth of contemporary events. 

¨  Dupont 2001 ; Dupont 1990 and Dupont 1994; see English 
translations of her books. 

¨  Not to under-estimate the irrational part of the ancient Greek world: 
Bernard 1991; Bernard 1999. 

n  One question : how were the Greek ideas, produced  on a 
limited politically Greek controlled area, disseminated in 
the whole West? 

¨  Anwser : Rome. 
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8.2. Roman heritage 
 
n  Importance of territory and geography. 

138 (https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/00/Roman_Empire_Trajan_117AD.png) 



8.2.1. Roman expansion 
 
n  Kingdom : 753-509 BC 

n  Republic : 509-27 BC 
¨  Period of expansion :  

n  Punic wars (265-241, 219-201, 149-146), and control of the Western 
Mediterranean Sea and of the Adriatic region : Sicily, Corsica, 
Sardinia, Illyria, Cisalpine Gaul, Spain; then Brittany (England), region 
between Rhine and Danube, Dacia (Romania), Thrace, Mauritania, 
North Africa. 

n  Control of the East : Macedonia (168), Greece (146), Kingdom of 
Pergamon (129), Asia Minor (124), Syria (64), Egypt (30). 

n  Gallic wars (Caesar, 58-52) 

n  Empire : 27 BC-476 AD 
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n  Conquests are central to Roman history 

¨  They convey the spread of Roman elements, fuel the development 
of the city of Rome, impoverish the territories, and reduce the 
cultural creation to the benefit of Greek culture. 

¨  Romans and Greeks differ, but are complementary : 

Greeks   Romans 
sailors    landed 
philosophers, poets  lawyers, practical minds 
artists    builders 

¨  Characteristics of the Romans help the rise of Roman imperialism 
in the whole West. 
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n  Romanization 

¨  Disseminates common organizational models in all territories. 
n  Latin language and culture 
n  Legal, administrative, and tax system (e.g. law of Caracalla, 212: 

Scheid 2013, p. 62) 
n  Awareness of belonging to an empire 

¨  But also generates a slow separation between East and West, still 
relevant today. 

n  Romanization penetrates mainly the Western provinces, where local 
languages and cultures are weaker ; in the Eastern provinces, Greek 
culture is dominant. 

n  Diocletian (285-305) increases the division 
n  Constantine moves the capital city to Constantinople (330) 
n  Theodosius splits the empire (395) 
n  Fall of Rome (476) 
n  The Byzantine empire (330-1453) is a more orientalized world, fully 

hellenized, and eventually Christianity splits it in two parts (catholicism 
vs. orthodoxy) 
¨  Two Europe’s in Europe… 
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Division of the Roman Empire in 395 superimposed on modern borders 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Roman_Empire#/media/File:Theodosius_I%27s_empire.png 
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n  Maps highlight at least three distinct “areas” in Europe: 

¨  Catholic tradition 
¨  Protestant tradtion 
¨  Orthodox tradition 

n  These three traditions generate diverging political 
positions 

¨  Europe – Russia 
¨  France – Germany 
¨  Etc. 
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8.2.2. Roman heritage 
 
n  Notion of state 
n  Roman law: independence and transcendence of the law 

¨  Deproost 2005, p. 163; Scheid 2013, p. 69 
¨  Roman law was transmitted not by Rome, but by Byzantium. 

n  Creation of networks 
¨  Roman roads 

n  Cfr Rouche 2003 
¨  The administrative system 

n  Notion of cities and marking of the space/ground 
n  Latin language 

¨  Deproost 2005 
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n  Imperial ideology 

¨  The notion of universal empire 
¨  Source for legitimizing European powers 

n  Roman art 
¨  Roman art is political 

n  Augus of Primaporta 
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Héraklion (Crete, Greece), Museum, statue of  Hadrian (117-138) (Photo B. Coulie) 
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8.2.3. “Roman miracle” or “Roman mirage” ? 
 
n  Vision of a perfectly organized empire, implementing a 

unique and coherent vision of civilization 
n  Such vision relies primarily on later rationalizations, 
n  supported by states using the Roman model in order to justify 

their domination. 
n  Mattingly 2010 

n  In the Roman empire, power and violence are tightly 
woven together. 
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n  Greece and Rome: references for European nations, and 

issue for the French and German identities 
¨  Wilhelm von Humboldt: Greece defeated by Philip of Macedonia // 

Prussia defeated by Napoleon 
¨  => the path to German identity goes through Greece 
¨  Germany imitates Greece >< France imitating Italy imitating Rome 
¨  Germany – Greece vs France – Rome  

n  Greek and Roman elements are present in all countries, but inspirations and 
interpretations differ. 

n  Use of Antiquity in the formation of nation-states 
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Zeppelin Field, Nuremberg 
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Pergamon Altar (IId c. BC.), Pergamonmuseum, Berlin 
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France Germany 
Civilization Culture 

Universalism Particularism 

Model: Rome Model: Greece 
Empire  City states 

Arch of Triumph Propylees / Brandebourg 

Centralized state Federal state 

State generates nation Nation generates state 

Catholicism Protestantism 
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France Germany 
Catholicism Protestantism 

Rule Constrain, submission Justice, order, fairness 

Event Sign of life,  
opportunity for action 

Undermines order,  
create danger, instability 

⇒ Politics Action, personnalization of 
power 

Supervision, balance, 
compromise 

Organization of power Individual actors Diffused power 
Strong impulsion 

 from the top  
Opinion well represented 

> Reactions again the 
system 

> Discrepancies  
> slowness 

Luuk van Middelaar, France-Allemagne : une incompréhension permanente,  
dans Le Débat, 187 (2015), p. 4-20  
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France Germany 
Universalism Particularism 

Nation-state based on Citizenship Language and belonging 
The state makes the 

French 
Germans make the state 

Social contract “Volksgeist” 

Europe perceived as Danger of dissolution of 
the state, thus of the 

French 

No danger of dissolution 

Assimilationism 
Difficulty to handle alterity 

Preferred authority European Council European Parliament 



 
n  The question of the “break” at the end of the Roman world 

is also a modern political question. 
¨  The “Germanic invasions”: fracture or renewal? 
¨  Classical approach: barbarian invasions end Roman civilization 

n  Latin, Italian, French influence 
¨  Romanticism (18th-19th c.): switching 

n  Barbarians regenerate an agonizing world 
n  German influence 

¨  Modern approach (20th c.): 
n  “Late Antique” rather than break between Antiquity and Middle Ages 
n  Idea of transformation and adjustment 

¨  These diverging views of the end of the Roman world have cultural 
reasons  

n  Ward-Perkins 2014 
n  Italy: priority of antique civilization 
n  Northern Europe, USA, Canada: invaders were peaceful migrants 
n  Western Europe: negative approach after WWII turns positive in the 1960’s, in 

line with the European unification 
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n  The Roman heritage mixes with the Greek heritage 

¨  In which language did Caesar say “You too, my son”? 
¨  A loop: Greek works of art are brought to Rome, then transferred 

to Constantinople, and from there they are again brough back to 
Europe, to give birth to the Renaissance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n  One question : how were the Roman elements 
disseminated through the entire West, while the Roman 
territory formed only a part of Europe? 

¨  Answer : Christianity. 
160 



6.3. Judeo-Christian heritage 
 

161 



 

 
n  Final version (approved 2004) 

n  Bossuat 2005; Milton 2016. 
n  The Christian tradition influences Europe through the 

interactions it has been able to develop with the combined 
Greek and Roman heritages. 

¨  Fürst 2000 
 

162 



8.3.1. Spread of Christianity 

n  Christianity: continuity and break 
¨  Continuity: mystery cults, oriental cults, Judaism 
¨  Break: full monotheism, universalism, person of Christ 

n  From the 1st to the 4th c.  
¨  Spread of Christianity in Greek through Roman structures 

n  Delorme 2009 
n  Christianity liberates itself from Judaism using Greek conceptual and 

intellectual tools: Decharneux 2012 
¨  Convergence between Roman empire and Christianity 

n  Central and unique power, cult of the sovereign 
n  Universalism 
n  Providentialism 
n  Thebert 1988; Badiou 1997 (2003); Veyne 2007 (2010) 
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n  From the 4th to the 15th c., one millennium of expansion. 

Why and how? 
¨  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvFl6UBZLv4 

 
n  The “Gospel’s diplomacy”: christianizing peoples arriving 

in the Roman and Byzantine empires or living at the 
borders, in order to benefit from their collaboration and to 
help ensure peace. 

¨  West: Dumézil 2005 
¨  The christianization of the “Slav” peoples transforms the history of 

Europe. 
¨  Christianity becomes the main integrating factor of peoples on 

European soil 

n  For the “barbarian” peoples, conversion is often a survival 
requirement.  

¨  Implementation of the principle of acculturation 
 166 
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n  Two waves of invasions/migrations 

¨  1st-5th c. : westwards movement 
¨  Middle Ages : eastwards movement 
¨  Germanic, Muslim, Viking invasions/migrations help shape Europe 
 

n  Two important spreading tools, all over Europe : 
¨  Monasteries 
¨  Universities 
¨  Later, also: printing offices, academies, cafes, (Masonic) lodges, 

newspapers, etc. 
n  Carbonnell 1999, II, p. 111-113, 125sq.; Steiner 2005 (2015), p. 23-26. 
n  These dissemination channels help create a European intellectual elite, sharing 

common ideas, and pave the way for the development of Enlightenment in the 
18th c. 
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n  Another element of division between East and West in 

Europe 
n  West: Church structures take over on political structures 
n  East: political structures remain central, closely linked with Church 

structures 
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https://foreignpolicy.com 



173 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/16 



8.3.2. (Judaeo-) Christian heritage 
 
n  Difficult to speak about the (judaeo-)Christian heritage 

¨  Confusion between religious heritage and religious belief 
¨  Secularisation of modern societies and presumed disapperance of 

the religious element 
¨  Schreiber 2014 

n  Heritage: themes, references, environment, etc. 
¨  Nève 2012 
¨  Heritage ≠ root: Veyne 2007 (2010), p. 249-268. 
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n  Monotheistic conception and messianism 

n  Biblical prophecies > Christian hope/expectation > secular concept 
of progress 

n  Enlightenment: secularisation of messianism 
n  Linear time, transcendence 

n  Bible, shaping sensitivity, language, and vision of the 
world of the Europeans 

¨  Provides ‘stories’ giving forms and norms for the societies, feeding 
the Western imaginary 

¨  These ‘stories’ express concepts 
¨  Creation, end of times, mankind master of the nature, etc. 

n  Universalism 
n  Roman legalism, Christian theology, Enlightenment 

n  Transcendence and legitimization of power 
n  Veyne 2007 (2010), p. 129; Van Ypersele 2006d, p. 158. 175 



 
n  Sanctity (sacred character) of human life, inalienable 

dignity of every human being (cfr Human Rights) 
¨  Review of the “Declarations”: Carbonnell 1999, II, p. 189-198; Hunt 

2013. 
¨  1776 
¨  1789 
¨  1948 et 1950; René Cassin 

n  Universal religion, unique faith : Christianity brings along a 
vision of the heretic, the pagan, the Jew, the Muslim, as 
an irreductible “other” 

n  Mattéi 2007, p. 65-66 
n  Islam and European history: Vercauteren 1974; Kaplan 2014, p. 

101sq. , 121-125, 160, 181-182. 
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8.4. Relevance of the heritages 
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(http://www.consilium.europa.eu/fr/press/press-releases/2017/02/09-cultural-heritage/) 
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8.4.1. Re-actualization 
 
n  Europe is a “historical” continent, where the past still 

weighs heavily. 
¨  The past remains present through the processes of 

“anchoring” (Licata et al. 2006) and of analogy (De Brabandere 
2008, p. 84-87). 

n  The Renaissance phenomenon: reconsideration of the 
antique heritages 

¨  Return to the Latin and especially Greek literary sources 
¨  Common elements 
¨  But also differences 
¨  Influence of the printing process (Eisenstein 1983) 
¨  “Miracle” ou “mirage” of the Renaissance? 
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n  Filippo Brunelleschi (1377-1446) 

¨  Combines the geometric theory of perspective and reference to 
standards of Antiquity 

¨  Successive steps : 
n  First the project: deciding upon the exact form of the work to be built 
n  Then the development, with the various elements in the following order: 
n  the proportions, irrespective of the dimensions, 
n  the metrics: the dimensions; 
n  the physical elements: the materials. 
n  Finally, the specific elements of the building, 
n  that must have a typical form corresponding to the form established in classical 

Antiquity 
¨  Turning point: project and construction of the dome of the 

cathedral in Florence (1418-1436) 

n  The system, first developed for Florence, eventually becomes the 
universal reference, confiscating the Greco-roman heritage. This is the 
start of the Renaissance 
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n  Leon Battista Alberti (1404-1472)  

¨  His treatise On architecture (vers 1450) is the first theoretical 
codification of perspective 

¨  He considers the city as an immutable frame, therefore separating 
urbanism and architecture 

n  With time, the experiment will lead to a dissociation 
between theory and practice, and wil spark movements of 
“ideal cities” 
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The ideal city, 1475 



 

n  Re-actualization of myths and antique references 
¨  Shapes a system of common references 
¨  These elements are not transmitted as such, but re-interpreted in 

light of the changing times 
 
 
 
 
 
 

n  Culture takes shape in a system of references, many of 
them referring to the past. 

¨  Example: EURO 
n  The dynamics of re-actualization helps Europe to be, not 

identical to her past, but identifiable and recognizable 
towards herself and towards the others. 184 

(http://antique.mrugala.net) (http://pixfile.net) (http://cliophoto.clionautes.org) 



8.4.2. Inculturation and acculturation 
 
n  Inculturation: to adapt the message in a given culture. 

n  Acculturation: to reduce the differences at the benefit of 
the dominant system (ethnocentrism). 

¨  Cambier 2012, p. 62. 

n  Today: “interculturation” : promotion of the recognition of 
the differences and integration of these differences in the 
interaction of the various players involved. 

¨  Blanchet – Francard 2003, p. 159. 
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8.4.3. Creativity and et enrichment 
 
n  The mixing of the heritages helps create a dynamics, 

source of creativity. 
¨  If Christianity sometimes slows down the evolution, Greek 

rationality accelerates it: combination of the classical tradition and 
of the Christian tradition. 

n  European thought has the capability to theorize. 
¨  Modernity is a European concept. 

n  Many elements, many features are not specific anymore to 
Europe, but they are still characteristic. 
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8.5. Conclusions on the three heritages 
 
n  “Twenty-five centuries of European history can be 

interpreted as an interplay between forces moving in the 
direction of political and cultural unity and uniformity 
(Romanisation, Christianisation, the Enlightenment), and 
forces creating division and diversity (migrations, religious 
reforms, nation-building). In modern times, these have 
interacted in unforeseen ways.” (Van Middelaar 2012 
[2013], p. 251) 
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n  Heritages 

¨  ≠ the past 
¨  = what is still living today from the past and pre-conditions our 

relationship to the world today 

n  We are heirs to our past 
¨  “Heirs” … or prisoners? : importance of the weight of the past in 

Europe 
¨  “To our past” … or to the way we envision or past? 
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9. Europe and China: cultures at stake 
 
n  There is a European identity, as soon as we recognize 

ourselves as similar to other people in Europe and 
different from other people outside Europe, and as these 
other ones recognize us as being Europeans. 

n  This identity is in evolution and does not exclude other 
identities. 

n  Our cultural identity is characterized by the way we 
envision the world and we interact with our environment. 

¨  That vision can be summarized as a system of pairs, in which the 
elements, real and imaginary, of our physical and material world 
are opposed side by side. 

¨  These pairs and the values attached to their elements are the 
result of our history. 

¨  That result comes from the combination of three main heritages: 
Hellenic, Roman, and Christian. 
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9.1. Europe and Asia (China) 
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(http://www.chinafile.com/document-9-chinafile-translation) 
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n  Methodological difficulty: how to reflect upon Europe and 

what is not Europe? 
¨  Limits of  comparativism: Jullien 2012 (2015). 

 
n  The principles of dichotomization and of the system of 

pairs can serve as a basis for a comparison between 
Europan and Eastern culture(s). 

¨  Written - Spoken: priority of the written 
¨  Vandermeersch 2013; Lauwaert 2015 
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n  Chinese thinking: dichotomy and system of pairs, but 

without incompatible opposites 
¨  yin-yang  
¨  Complementarity of opposed forces 
¨  The opposites are present  
¨  and  form an indissoluble ensemble 
¨  The goal is the harmony of opposites 
¨  Harmony is achieved through the “way” (tao: way, path, route) 
¨  Immanence >< transcendence 
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n  Why is harmony at all possible? Because there is no 

“ideal”. 
¨  West: harmony coming from elsewhere (transcendence) 
¨  East: harmony proceeding from the opposites themselves 

(immanence) 
n  “Ideal is a European word” (Jullien 2009, p. 9sq.) 
n  Plato: allegory of the cave 

¨  Republic, VII 

n  What is at stake: 
¨  Rupture between  
¨  reality (+)  
¨  and perception (-) 
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n  Origins of Plato’s revolution: 

¨  Rationalizing the irrational 
¨  Shift from imperfect gods to perfect gods 
¨  Cfr Collette-Ducic – Leclercq 2012 

n  Consequence: establishment of two levels, two worlds 
¨  Plato: two distinct and separated worlds, but related 
¨  Aristotle: two distinct and separated worlds, but unrelated 
¨  China: idea of continuity, of “processivity” (“here” and “there” are 

the two ends of a continuity) 

n  Trajectory of the European thinking 
¨  Pre-platonician thought > Plato > Aristotle > Christianity 
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n  Concepts: 

¨  “Concepts are the constituents of thoughts. Consequently, they are 
crucial to such psychological processes as categorization, 
inference, memory, learning, and decision-making.” (Stanford 
Encyclopedia of Philosophy) 

¨  “Concepts are the basic elements of thought. One of their primary 
functions is to connect the mind to the world: thus, to have a 
concept is to have available a way of thinking about 
something.” (PhilPapers) 
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n  All categories are approached differently in the West and 

in China. 

n  Dualism 
¨  Two separate levels (origin of the system of pairs), or two 

dimensions in continuity. 

n  Thinking 
¨  To move in the domain of ideas, or to go from one side to the other 

of the world (“way”). 
n  To think: “the most general verb for expressing internal mental activity, 

excluding the simple perception of external things or passive reception of 
ideas” […] “To form or hold in the mind (an idea, image, or intuition; to carry out 
(something) as a mental operation” (OED) 

n  General 
¨  General >< multiple, or general >< specific 
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n  Truth 

¨  Residing in the matching of semblance and reality, or in the 
adaptation to the situation. 

n  Truth: “Something that conforms with fact or reality” (OED) 
n  Contract: can it be modified? 

n  Knowledge 
¨  To get access to the level of the intellect, to explain and define, or 

to take part to the process, making use of the situational potential. 
n  Knowledge: “The apprehension of fact or truth with the mind” (OED) 
n  Possibility or not of a speculative knowledge about nature 
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n  Sciences 

¨  Modelling, or improving. 
¨  The scientific revolution in the XVIIth c. takes place in Europe, not 

in China. 

n  Order 
¨  To be imposed to the chaos of the world, or present in the chaos. 

n  Creation 
¨  Act external to the objet, or implementation of potentialities. 
¨  Consequences on the different views regarding the origins of the 

world 
n  Jullien 2012 (2015); Scheuer 2013. 
n  Biblical narrative (Hebrew): creation 
n  Greek narrative: generation (birth) 
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n  Heroes 

¨  Ideal behavior, or no heroes. 

n  The good, the beautiful, the just 
¨  Ideals towards which one must strive, or diffused in the real and 

achieved through regulation. 
n  Beautiful:  
n  “highly pleasing to the sight; embodying an ideal of physical perfection.” (OED) 
n  “realizing an ideal of intellectual or moral excellence; pleasing to the 

mind.” (OED) 

n  Politics 
¨  Trying to implement ideal forms, through obedience and laws, or 

transforming the world through regulations and rites. 
n  Different links between family and society 

 

201 



202 

West China 

to doubt to study 
rupture  continuity 
“I think” “I have heard that” 
to create to transmit 

event, occurrence beginning, initiation 
meaning coherence 

law ritual 
legality normativity 

concerning acts concerning behaviors 
commanding preparing, imbuing 

ideality functionality 
command condition 
purpose processivity 



n  The comparison sheds light on basic pairs of Western 
culture. 
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- + 
Appearance Reality 
Visible Invisible 
Sensitive Intelligible 
Human Divine 
Body Soul 
Mortal Immortal 
To become Eternal 
Copy Original 
Practice Theory 

- + 
To do To know 
Chaos Order 
Material Spirit 



10.1.1. Strategy and  effectiveness 
 
n  Conceptions of strategy and effectiveness 

¨  http://www.philosophie-management.com/php/documentation/
documents_detail.php?doc_id=593&type=Articles 

n  West: thinks about effectiveness in terms of models 
¨  Europe : theory and practice, ends and means (system of pairs) 

 
n  China: from military art to business 

¨  Assessment of the situation and exploitation of the situational 
potential 

¨  Sun Tou, The Art of War, and its modern use (e.g. 
www.davidbrim.com/sun-tzu-lessons-on-strategy/)    
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10.1.2. Art 
 
n West: to render/restore the presence of objects on a 
background, expressing qualities. 

¨  Art: “The expression or application of creative skill and imagination, 
typically in a visual form such as painting, drawing, or sculpture, 
producing works to be appreciated primarily for their beauty or 
emotional power” (OED) 

n China: to make the internal process of the elements appear, 
expressing capabilities. 
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¨  Notion of landscape: “mountains-waters” 

¨  Forms and colors >< ink and brush 
n  West: the form make present (pair presence – absence, limits) 
n  China: mist frees the forms from their limits (Jullien 2010 [2016]) 

¨  Perspective >< combination of distant points 

¨  The problem of the naked 
n  West: the naked idealizes, creates deindividuation 
n  China: no naked 

¨  The question of the beautiful 
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Canova (1757-1822), 
Napoleon as god Mars, disarmed and peace-bringing 



 
¨  Notion de paysage: « montagnes-eaux » 

n  « Le peintre chinois ne peint pas un paysage, tel qu’il s’offrirait à la perception, 
mais plutôt les ‘tensions’ à l’œuvre dans la ‘configuration’ de tout 
paysage. » (JULLIEN 2010, p. 92) 

¨  Formes et couleurs >< encre et pinceau 
n  Occident: la forme rend présent (couple présence – absence, limites) 
n  Chine: « la brume est ce par quoi les formes se libèrent de leur 

circonscription » (JULLIEN 2010, p. 112) 
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West China 
to render a presence to show the process 
presence/absence transition, process 

being/nothing 
life/death 

subject/object  
me/other 

qualities capabilities 
form and color ink and brush 

beautiful 
judgment no judgment 

autonomy of the subject artist-work-viewer 



10.2. Europe and America 
 

(Les Echos, 26/05/2005) 
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n  Rhineland model ><  Anglo-saxon model 
n  Origins of that difference? 

¨  History 
¨  Religions and Churches 

n  Colmant 2008 

 
n  Illustration: borders and cities 

n  Renaissance: Alberti (1404-1472) 
¨  His treatise On Architecture (around 1450) is the first theoretical 

codification of the new artistic experiment, the perspective. 
¨  He considers the city as an unchanging frame, separating 

urbanism (urban planning) and architecture. 
¨  It will eventually lead to a separation between theory and practice, 

provoking the movement of the “ideal city”. 
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La cité idéale, 1475 
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Palmanova 1593 

More, Utopia, 1516 Brasilia 
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Léonard de Vinci, The ideal city 



 
n  15th-16th c.: opening-up of Europe, allowing the Europeans 

to reproduce their traditional types and forms in the New 
World 

¨  First in Central and Southern America: e.g. Mexico 
¨  Later on in Northern America: cfr « Land Ordinance Act » of 1785 
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(www.lexilogos.com) (fr.academic.ru) 
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Cholula, Mex. (www.mapa-mexico.com) Cholula, Mex. 1581 (www.lib.utexas.edu) 

Candelaria, Paraguay, 1627 (www.petitherge.com) 



216 



217 

1796 (Wikipedia, art. Land Ordinance of 1785) 

(http://cityrepair.org/how-to/) 

(www.malegislature.gov) 



 
n  “Americans, based on our history, have found most problems soluble.  When 

an issue arise, we think it can be solved, and then it goes away. That’s in part 
because our history has been short and very successful. The Chinese history 
goes back thousands of year and, in their mind, no problem has a final 
solution; every solution is an admission ticket to another problem. For the 
Chinese, history is a living reality.” (Henry Kissinger, Time Magazine, 
6/06/2011) 
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10.3. The two Europes 

n  Raphael, The School of Athens (1509-1512): Plato and 
Aristotle 
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n  Plato distinguishes the sensible from the intelligible, the first 

one being the imperfect reflection of the second. 

n  Aristotle separates the “phenomenal” from the intelligible, 
relegating the latter in the sky, and by so doing reserving it 
for theology. 

n  Platonism: connecting earth and sky 
¨  Inspiration of the Byzantine world, and of Ortodoxy 

n  Aristotelism: organizing earth, separated from the sky 
¨  Inspiration of Western Europe, and of Catholicism 
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(Athos, Chilandar, 13th c.) (René Magritte, The Treachery of Images, 1929-1929) 
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Eastern Europe Western Europe 

to look for the supernatural to admire the Creation 
mystic rationalism 
Plato Aristotle 

world of ideas world of categories 
Eucharist (triumph, glory) sin, sacrifice 

to reveal the essence of the 
real 

to reveal the real 

to appreciate the superrnatural to appreciate real facts 
strong Eastern influence few (none) Eastern influence 

link Church-State separation Church-State 
Orthodoxy Catholicism (+ Reformation) 
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(Davies, Europe, p. 18) 
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Celtic Catholicism
The folk tradition
Protestantism
Individualism

Puritanism
The work ethic

Representative
government
Democracy

Mass culture
Advanced
capitalism and
industrialism
The enterprise
culture
Acculturation

Urban life
Enlightenment
Industry
Oligarchy

Equality
Fraternity

Mediterranean
economy
Christianity
Science

Religious devotion
and ascetism
The tradition of proselytization
and colonization
Multiculturalism
Trading

The rule of law
Hierarchy
Roman Catholicism
Rationalism Citizenship

Organized 
government
Classicism
Slavery

Diarchy of 
church and state
Eastern Orthodoxy
The communal
tradition
Bureaucracy and 
autocracy
The tradition of land
and peasantry
Formalism

Scandinavian / Celtic / Anglo-Saxon circle

West European /
North-American /
Transatlantic
circle

Roman / Carolingian /
Gallic circle

Graeco-Byzantine /
Orthodox circle

Iberian / Islamic / North African circle

Europe's Cultural Circles: an Interpretation (After M. Shennan - M. Davies)



11. Conclusions: European culture in a 
global world 

n  “With globalization, uniformity is confused with 
universal” (Jullien 2012 [2015]) 

n  Are there universal values? 
¨  Cfr www.economist.com/node/17150224  
¨  Or is the question already asked in European terms…? 
¨  If there are universal values, these can only be apprehended in 

culturally oriented expressions (Cambier 2012, p. 73) 
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